
Teaching healthcare students about abortion summary sheet

Abortion often
not included in

regular healthcare 
student curricula

SENSITIVE

Lack of knowledge
on legal and

clinical aspects of 
abortion care

COMMON

Students view abortion 
as essential part of 
healthcare and want

teaching

STIGMATISED

1 . IMPORTANCE OF EDUC ATION ON ABORTION

COMPREHENSIVE TEACHING ON ABORTION INCREASES 
ACCESS TO SAFE ABORTION, AND DECREASES MORBIDITY 
AND MORTALITY RELATED TO UNSAFE ABORTION

DRIVER FOR COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION

1 in 4 women will 
have an abortion

EFFECTIVE
ABORTION

EDUCATION

PREPARES
STUDENTS 

FOR
COMPETENT

PRACTICE

2 . INCLUS ION OF ABORTION IN HEALTHC ARE STUDENT CURRICULA

ABORTION

IMPROVES
ABORTION  

CARE



3 . ADVOC ATING FOR COMPREHENSIVE 
ABORTION EDUC ATION

4. ADVOC ATING FOR COMPREHENSIVE 
ABORTION EDUC ATION

NATIONAL LEVEL

INSTITUTIONAL LEVEL

IDENTIFY STAFF & STUDENT
CURRICULUM CHAMPIONS

FIND OUT WHAT’S 
CURRENTLY  TAUGHT

Inclusion in national guidance
RCOG Making Abortion Safe advocacy
eLearning

Hours
Teachers
Learning outcomes

Content: Ethics & Law/Clinical
Assessment
Clinical placements

Overcoming key barriers

BARRIERS TO 
COMPREHENSIVE 

ABORTION 
EDUCATION

Diversity in 
governance and

regulation of 
medical, nursing 

and midwife 
schools

Limited 
opportunity for 

clinical observation 
or placements

Lack of 
curriculum 

time

Lack of  
willing 

teachers with 
expertise

Lack of 
time due to
workloadGuidelines

are  
lacking

Efforts to 
shield students 
from sensitive 
issues/abortion

perceived as 
sensitive

Limitations  
in core 

curriculum

1

2

FIND OUT WHAT STUDENTS 
THINK OF CURRENT TEACHING  
& WHAT THEY WOULD WANT

IDENTIFY SUITABLE TIME IN THE 
CURRICULUM FOR TEACHING

3

4

PRESENT EVIDENCE  TO 
CURRICULUM LEADS  & NEGOTIATE 
ADEQUATE TEACHING TIME

DESIGN  EFFECTIVE,  ENGAGING, 
INCLUSIVE LEARNING MATERIAL & 
SOURCE CLINICAL PLACEMENTS

Draw on open access educational resources 

5

6

STAFF CHAMPION LEADS 
TEACHING & INVOLVES A 
RANGE OF COLLEAGUES

ASSESS & EVALUATE TEACHING

7

8

5 . EFFECTIVE  ABORTION EDUC ATION

C L I N I C A L
Taking an effective history, 
abortion methods, counselling, 
support, risks, complications

L E GA L
Abortion law, 
conscientious objection, 
legal requirements

P R O F E S S I ONA L  &  E T H I C A L
Personal, religious beliefs and 
professional responsibilities,  
respectful care, counteracting stigma



6 . ABORTION TEACHING  
AT A UK MEDIC AL SCHOOL

PRE-CLINICAL YEAR:
Half day Ethics and Law (E&L)

CLINICAL YEAR:
Half day Integrated Clinical/E&L

To prepare students to be a
competent, respectful practitioner

Online session/lecture with guest 
speakers/seminar.

Law, political climate, national abortion 
provision, ethics, personal beliefs.

Online session/lecture with guest 
speakers/seminar.

Law and provision quiz, clinical aspects, 
respectful care, conscience and abortion. Abortion care in 

O&G placement

Opt in clinical 
placement


